RABINDRANATH   TAGORE
reality; but in order to become reality, it must destroy itself, for
one of the conditions of its being is its distinction from reality,
and this distinction has now to be transcended. That is, the form
of consciousness at the level of intellect must be changed into that
of intuition. The comprehension of unity is called intuition from
the standpoint of knowledge, and love from thpLt of human
experience. As Tagore's philosophy aims at understanding the
Supra-human in terms of the human, he calls it love.
Then what is the truth that our intellect can attain? What is
truth for it? Tagore is not an academical philosopher, and so we
do not get a definite answer to this question. But his utterances
seem to support the coherence view, and remind us of Spinoza.
He writes: "What is the truth of this world? It is not in the
masses of substance, not in the number of things, but in their
relatedness, which neither can be counted, nor can be measured,
nor abstracted. It is not in the materials which are many, but in
the expression which is one. All our knowledge of things is knowing
them in their relation to the Universe, in that relation which i$
truth."1 Just as Spinoza tells us that true knowledge consists in
understanding the modes in their relation to the one eternal
Substance, Tagore tells us that true knowledge of things consists
in knowing them in their relation to the supreme principle of
unity. Of course, Supreme Truth, even according to Tagore, must
be beyond coherence. As an advaitin, he has to admit that it
transcends coherence. However, to press this technical question
is to be unfair to the poet.
Just as Spinoza tells us that Substance is the only reality, and
yet there is difference between man and mouse and the two are
not equally Substance; Tagore maintains that though God is
everything, everything is not equally God, That is, he admits
degrees or levels of reality. In the empirical world man is the
highest reality, because he approaches the Supreme Person
closer than anything else. And it cannot be otherwise, because
the Supreme Person is the Absolute humanized. Tagore mentions
the Upanisads as his support, according to which "the key to
cosmic consciousness, to God-consciousness, is in the conscious-
ness of the soul/'2 One may detect a circle or petitio principii in
this argument. For. why is man nearer to God than any other
thing? Because he conceives God in his own image. The same
attitude is sometimes criticized as anthropomorphism. But
* Creative Unity, p. 6. Italics mine.              * Sadhana, p. 30.
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